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MRC-PRS/2025/001
015 December 2025

PRESS STATEMENT

Maldivian Red Crescent opens “MRC Sri Lanka Relief Fund” to donate funds to support the
response and recovery efforts of the humanitarian crisis in Sri Lanka caused by Cyclone
Ditwah

The Maldivian Red Crescent (MRC) opens the “MRC Sri Lanka Relief Fund” to donate funds to
provide immediate relief and respond to the humanitarian crisis caused by Cyclone Ditwah. The
fund will be open for 08 days from 01 December 2025 till 08" December 2025.

MRC encourages generous USD contributions to help overcome current limitations in direct fund
transfers and to fast-track the first tranche of assistance. To further support this process, MRC will
also seek the cooperation of local banks and businesses to facilitate foreign exchange of MVR
donations. All funds received under this Emergency Appeal aside from unavoidable bank transfer
costs will be entirely remitted to the Sri Lanka Red Cross Society, ensuring that support reaches
the affected communities as swiftly and effectively as possible.

The bank account details are as follows: -

Bank of Maldives Maldives Islamic Bank

Account Name: Maldivian Red Crescent Account Name: Maldivian Red Crescent
Account Number: 7730000379010 [MVR] Account Number: 99010155500036100 [MVR]
Account Number: 7701176022002 (USD) Account Number: 99010155500036200 (USD)

About MRC'’s Sri Lanka Relief Fund

MRC's fund is aimed at delivering critical and timely assistance in support of the Sri Lanka Red
Cross Society (SLRCS), which has mobilized its branches and over 3,500 volunteers to conduct
rapid assessments, gather impact data, and provide First Aid across the most affected districts.
This fund will also reinforce ongoing efforts by enabling the distribution of essential household
items such as drinking water, staple foods, hygiene products, clothing while also strengthening
Water, Sanitation and hygiene interventions in affected communities. It further supports the
deployment of teams to conduct urgent community needs assessments and enhances the
capacity of search and rescue operations, which remain stretched with more than 228 individuals
still missing.

These interventions are vital as response efforts continue to be hindered by major road closures,
inundated routes, damaged infrastructure, and disrupted communication networks, all of which
severely restrict humanitarian access and delay the delivery of relief supplies.
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Summary of Situation updates from Sri Lankan Red Cross Society (SLRC) and Red Cross Red
Crescent Movement

Cyclone Ditwah continues its northwestward trajectory after unleashing severe impacts across Sri
Lanka, particularly in historically vulnerable regions. Torrential rainfall exceeding 200 mm within
24 hours and over 540 mm in some districts triggered catastrophic flash flooding along major
river basins, causing extensive destruction.

As of 30 November 2025, the Disaster Management Center reported 41 houses fully destroyed
and 666 partially damaged, with figures expected to rise as assessment teams gain access to
remote and isolated communities. Although the cyclone system began moving away from Sri
Lanka toward the northern coasts of Tamil Nadu and Puducherry, the Department of Meteorology
warned that critical conditions would persist with an anticipated rainfall, further heightening flood
risks. The government has declared a state of emergency, confirming severe impact across all
districts.

Amid these escalating conditions, the Sri Lanka Red Cross Society (SLRCS), together with the Sri
Lankan government and emergency response agencies, has rapidly mobilized teams to support
the 12 million people across 9 provinces affected by the cyclone. SLRCS has deployed more than
3,500 volunteers who are on the ground supporting evacuations, search and rescue operations,
providing First Aid, and delivering essential relief items such as drinking water, hygiene products,
and basic household necessities. Branches are actively leading initial assessments to identify the
most urgent needs and guide the next phase of the response.

SLRC has highlighted the persistence of operational challenges, including limited search and
rescue capacity for over 228 missing persons, road closures and damaged infrastructure restricting
humanitarian access, and delays in dispatching relief items due to inundated roads and collapsing
bridges. Key risks include incomplete damage assessments, restricted communication with remote
areas due to power outages, and overwhelmed health services. Immediate needs include mobile
medical teams, essential medicines, mental health and psychosocial support, and strengthened
disease surveillance to prevent outbreaks such as dengue and waterborne illnesses.

The IFRC’'s Disaster Response Emergency Fund (DREF) is being mobilized to support the Sri
Lanka Red Cross Society (SLRCS) in delivering immediate relief as the humanitarian situation
continues to deteriorate. In addition, SLRCS and its partners are formulating a comprehensive
response and recovery plan to guide the next phase of operations.

MRC continues to closely monitor the situation through daily updates and remains in active
coordination with SLRCS and the IFRC Asia Pacific Office as the crisis evolves.

- End -

y years of
B = ¥ Humanitarian
L] & Service

Q) +960 3341009 PK  info@redcrescent.org.mv

& +960 334 7009 @ redcrescent.org.mv



